
SARDS Electron Microscopy Study Sample Details 
What do we need: eye tissue from dogs being 
euthanized with relatively normal eyes  

Who: dogs with no history of major eye problems (dry 
eye or other corneal surface disease is okay), whose eyes 
look relatively normal on brief exam, that are being 
euthanized and submitted for cremation or necropsy 

Breeds/ages we are trying to match (prioritizing age over 
breed) include:  

-Beagle (6 and 9 years old) 
-Miniature Schnauzer (8 years old) 
-Golden Retriever (7 years old) 
-Miniature poodle (9 years old) 
-American Hairless Terrier (10 years old) 
-Boston Terrier (10 years old) 

**We will likely take samples from dogs of 
middle/older age of ANY breed, but feel free to reach 
out to Jenn Heyward (919-703-8219) before mentioning 
the study to owners if you want to make sure. 

Process of events: 

After you identify a dog whose owners elect euthanasia that may be a candidate for this study, page or 
call Jenn Heyward to let her know the signalment and why the dog is being euthanized to ensure they 
are a candidate. If you are comfortable discussing the basic nature of the study with the owners, feel 
free to get their consent first, otherwise she can chat with the owners about the study and answer any 
questions they may have. If you don’t hear back from her within 15 minutes or so of a page or call, feel 
free to proceed with the euthanasia and do not delay it unnecessarily. If the owners agree to the study, 
have them sign one of the study consent sheets (if there are no hard copies in the ER, it can be found on 
the share drive in the folder “Heyward” labeled “Research-Study-Consent-SARDS EM”) along with all the 
other normal euthanasia paperwork and let Jenn know an estimated timeline for when the dog will be 
euthanized. She will aim to be at the hospital within a short time of the dog being euthanized and will do 
a quick evaluation of the eyes before removing one of them. The dog can then be placed in the freezer 
as normally. If the dog is being submitted for necropsy, it should be noted on the necropsy submission 
form that one of the eyes was removed for a study. 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to call/page Jenn Heyward 
(919-703-8219) 


